Resolution Condemning the Killing of George Floyd and the Institutional Racism Which Permeates Our Society 

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Legislature cannot stay silent when Black people across our nation continue to ‘die in police custody’ and when ‘sleeping, jogging, and birding while Black’ is criminalized and people of all races take to the streets in protest, and  
	 
WHEREAS, we condemn the killings of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and Ahmaud Arbery, just a few of the many unarmed African Americans we have lost this year.  We denounce the terrorization of Christian Cooper this week in New York City’s Central Park, and  

WHEREAS, these contemporary acts of police brutality, vigilantism and the criminalization of Black men and women reflect historic patterns of institutional racism that prohibit equity and opportunity for African Americans, and   
 
WHEREAS, although progress has been made, there remains much unfinished business in the pursuit of racial equity and justice.  The historic and current realities of racism represent a singular, persistent stream of brutal oppressive force that has yet to be mitigated, and  

WHEREAS, the confluence of these recent events stands in bold relief against the backdrop of a global pandemic that has claimed over 100,000 American lives. COVID-19 lays bare glaring health and social disparities affecting Black people, and    

WHEREAS, not only do these disparities drive cumulative disadvantage for Black men, Black women, Black families and Black communities, the social poison of racism also has a negative impact on the overall health and well-being of American society at large, and  

WHEREAS, as a public health crisis, the illness of racism must be confronted not only by its victims but by persons of goodwill of all backgrounds, and  

WHEREAS, Tompkins County, including our Workforce, Diversity, & Inclusion Committee and our Human Rights Office, is committed to combating racism by working with African American and other regional stakeholders interested in creating a more just and equal community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, WE, THE TOMPKINS COUNTY LEGISLATURE, pledge to continue to promote awareness, understanding, constructive dialog and education regarding inequality, and 
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FURTHERMORE, we pledge to adhere to zero tolerance for expressions of discrimination, bias, harassment, or negative stereotyping towards any person or group. 




