A Resolution in Support of an Assessment Exemption for Volunteer Firefighters and EMS Personnel


A Resolution in Support of Municipal Home Rule Legislation to provide a limited Assessment Exemption for Volunteer Firefighters and EMS Personnel in Tompkins County

RESOLUTION #2022-__________

Whereas, the Town of Enfield and this Town Board recognizes the importance of a well-staffed and highly-motivated volunteer Fire Company and Rescue Squad in protecting the health and safety of its residents and in the protection of property within the Town; and

Whereas, the Enfield Volunteer Fire Company (EVFC) performs this vital service, yet relies exclusively upon a volunteer force of firefighters, Emergency Medical Technicians Certified First Responders, as well as upon other various volunteers to provide these services; and

Whereas, the recruitment and retention of an adequate, well-trained, and highly-committed force of volunteers has imposed an increasing challenge to the EVFC and its leadership in recent years; and

Whereas, Enfield is not alone in facing this challenge, but rather stands as one of many communities within Tompkins County that relies heavily, if not exclusively, upon volunteer firefighting and EMS personnel, yet finds volunteer numbers dwindling to the point that community safety falls increasingly at risk; and

Whereas, municipal provision for a limited, restricted, exemption applied to a volunteer’s homeowner property assessment could—and in this Board’s opinion, likely would—provide a meaningful, tangible economic benefit to said volunteers, and encourage the recruitment and retention of volunteer firefighters and EMS personnel throughout Tompkins County; and

Whereas, Senate Bill S.6676-A, and its companion Assembly measure, A.7644-A, adopted by the Legislative Houses in 2021 and subsequently signed by the Governor, provided Monroe County and its municipalities this exemption, the legislation crafted so as to provide benefits to that county’s municipalities and residents, while also safeguarding the interests of Monroe County taxpayers; and

Whereas, the adopted Monroe County measure provides a maximum ten per cent (10%) exemption to residential, real property assessments for any qualifying, enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department, or volunteer ambulance company, a member’s eligibility requiring at least two years of service for the volunteer company, with appropriate extended exemptions made available to qualifying volunteer service retirees; and

Whereas, the Board of Supervisors in adjacent Seneca County is currently considering, or has already adopted, a Resolution requesting a similar assessment exemption within its own  taxing jurisdictions; while Ontario County and other counties are also reportedly providing the proposed exemption preliminary consideration;  and

Whereas, the Enfield Town Board concludes a county-wide volunteer firefighter assessment exemption of this sort, applicable to all taxing jurisdictions within the County contingent upon the adoption of individual local laws by those jurisdictions’ governing boards under procedures conforming with state law, would serve the public interest in making Tompkins County a safer, more secure place in which to live; therefore be it

Resolved, that the Enfield Town Board hereby recommends the Tompkins County Legislature, through the applicable sections of New York’s Municipal Home Rule Law, draft an appropriate Resolution to request the New York State Legislature adopt legislation that would enact a qualified property assessment exemption for Tompkins County, an exemption providing no greater than a ten per cent (10%) residential assessment reduction for qualifying volunteer firefighters and volunteer ambulance and EMS personnel; that said proposed legislation be drafted by the Tompkins County Attorney and/or his staff; and that the  resulting Resolution of support be adopted by the appropriate County legislative committee or committees, as well as by the full Tompkins County Legislature; and that the Resolution subsequently be forwarded to the New York State Senate, the Assembly and the Governor for the drafting of legislative language, as well as legislative adoption and signature; and be in further

Resolved, that in preparing this request for exemption, the Tompkins County Legislature, its committees and staff, be guided by the Monroe County model; namely the general provisions of Senate bill S.6676-A and Assembly bill A.7644-A, aforementioned, in the determination of  the exemption law’s recommended benefits and restrictions; and be in further

Resolved, that the Town Clerk shall forward a copy of this Resolution to the Hon. Shawna Black, Chair of the Tompkins County Legislature, the Hon. Amanda Champion, Chair of the Legislature’s Government Operations Committee, the Hon. Rich John, Chair of the Legislature’s Public Safety Committee, and Mr. William J. Troy III, Tompkins County Attorney.
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