






Purposes

This Zoning Law is in established to ensure that land development in the Town of Caroline occurs in harmony with surrounding uses and is consistent with the Town’s adopted Comprehensive Plan. Its purpose is to protect and promote the public health, safety, and general welfare of the Town. Further purposes are to protect the Town’s physical development so that it takes place in an orderly, efficient, safe, and economical manner which maintains and reflects the uniqueness and character of the Town as a rural community and a beautiful and desirable place in which to live. Such an environment is deemed essential to the maintenance and continued development of the economy of the Town and the general welfare of its inhabitants.

More specifically, the purposes of this Zoning Law are to:

A. Conserve the Town’s natural resources and protect the Town’s environment from the effects of excessive and/or insensitive development.

1. Protect the Town’s land, forest, air, and surface water resources.
2. Safeguard the Town’s groundwater resources and their watersheds.
3. Protect the Town’s environmentally sensitive areas to preserve ecological function, maintain open space and conserve natural habitats.
4. Preserve areas of Prime Farmland and other Agricultural Resources.
S.    Preserve and protect significant scenic resources.
6. Support sustainability, discourage reliance on fossil fuels, and encourage energy-efficient development.
7. Support the adaptive reuse of buildings.

B. Maintain the rural character of the Town as described in the Comprehensive Plan.

1     Foster and preserve farming and other businesses and activities associated with agriculture.
2. Encourage building design and site layout that blends with the rural residential and agricultural nature of the Town.
3. Support residential development that is concentrated within designated focus areas, supports community resilience, and is sited in harmony with the rural residential and agricultural nature of the Town.
4. Preserve designated historic buildings and sites.

C. Promote the Town as a vibrant and desirable community in which to live.

1. Avoid or minimize adverse impacts to neighboring parcels, public facilities, and community infrastructure when land development occurs.
2. Encourage both existing and new business ventures that provide employment opportunities for Town residents.
3. Support home occupations that are in keeping with the rural character of the Town.
4. Encourage new development to include opportunities for outdoor recreation.
5. Promote accessibility for all and enhance pedestrian ways and bikeways, particularly in hamlets.
6. Encourage development that is livable for people of all ages.
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